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Events 
 

Eycon 

 April 4-6  

 The Florida Hotel and Conference Center 

 1500 Sand Lake Road 

 Orlando, Florida 

 This convention is focused on the show Supernatural 

 Guests::  

  Jared Padalecki (Sam Winchester)  

  Samantha Ferris (Ellen Harvelle)  

  Jim Beaver (Bobby SInger)  

  Kenneth Johnson (Filmmaker: V,  

    The Incredible Hulk)  

 $50 for three days General Admission  

 www.eyeconfla.com 

(Continued on page 4) 

OASFIS March meeting minutes 3/2/08 

 

Meeting called to order at 1:30 pm by the President. 

 

Attendance: Patricia Wheeler, Roger Sims, Pat Sims, Arthur 

Dykeman, David Ratti, Dick Spelman, Steve Cole, Susan Cole, 

Juan Sanmiguel, Michael Pilletere, Deb Canaday, Judy Bemis, 

Philip Chien, Ed Anthony, Bob Yazell 

 

Officer Reports:  

 

Vice-President (Colleen OôBrien): Colleen couldnôt make it. 

 

Treasurer (Michael Pilletere):  

Club funds, Savings account, Previous convention funds - 

$7,486.26 

 

Oasis 21 - $1,566.77 

 

Secretary (Pat Russell): No report. 

 

New Business: 

- Susan mentioned that officers need to encourage club recruiting 

at the picnic, and Patricia extended the invitation to all members. 

Pat mentioned using ñmediaò as possible recruiting measures. Bob 

said he used to do club meeting programming. 

 

-Phil mentioned parking for club meetings at the current location 

is a strain on potential members (since itôs tight, and sometimes 

costs money). Patricia replied the current location is central, and 

so ideal.  

 

-A possible Book Discussion Night was brought up. Though itôs 

been hard to agree on a book to talk about in the past, and a movie 

social night might be easier, Patricia will look into it.  

 

- The club picnic will be at Downey Park March 30th. Festivities 

begin at 12:30 p.m., and noon to set up. A sign-up sheet for food 

and/or help was passed.  Please see the OASFIS website for 

directions, etc..  

 

-The OASIS emblem will be 2òx2ò embossed.  

(Continued on page 2) 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR  

       

 It was another exciting month.  A lot got done.  Check 

out the Hugos and the Nebula nominees.   

 Sir Arthur C. Clarke died on March 19.  According to 

Issac Asimovôs biography I. Asimov, Heinlein, Asimov and 

Clarke were established as the Big Three in science fiction in 

1949.  Recently, the Locus polls for ñtop writerò held every 10 

years continued to confirm this.  Asimov said the field has 

gotten so big that there will never be another Big Three that all 

would agree on.  I always liked Clarkeôs work because he 

showed engineers doing their thing.    The Fountains of 

Paradise was a great example of this.   I also liked the design of 

the Overlords, and the finale of Childhoodôs End.  My favorite 

Clarke aliens are the Jovians in ñA Meeting with Medusaò.   He 

made it plausible that some form of life could exist in the hostile 

environment of Jupiter.  I never saw him live but at 

Confrancisco (the 1993 Worldcon) he did address the con via a 

satellite link.  This was perfect since he came up with the idea of 

the communication satellite.  A true era has ended. 

 Next month I will include the Nebula winners and 

maybe if I find the time I will write a quick review. 



April OASFiS Calendar  

 
OASFiS Business Meeting  
 Sunday, April 13, 1:30 PM, Orange Public Library 
(Downtown Orlando, 101 E. Central Blvd., Orlando, FL 
32801,407.835.7323). Come join us as we discuss The 
Left Hand of Darkness by Ursula K. LeGuin 
 
 

To contact for more info: 
OASFiS Business Meeting 407-823-8715  
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OASFiS People 

 
Steve Cole 407-275-5211 
 stevepcole@hotmail.com 
Susan Cole 407-275-5211 
 sacole@mindspring.com 
Arthur Dykeman 407-328-9565  
 adykeman@bellsouth.net 
Mike Pilletere mike-sf@webbedfeet.com 
David Ratti 407-282-2468  
 dratti@eudoramail.com 
Juan Sanmiguel 407-823-8715 
 sanmiguel@earthlink.net 
Patricia Wheeler   407-832-1428  
     pwheeler222@netzero.net 
 
Any of these people can give readers information about the 
club and its functions. To be included in the list call Juan. 

- Having the Paul Vincentiôs concert after Masquerade (about 8 

p.m.) , the Dessert Night next, and then the Filk Concert at 9 p.m. 

was approved. Bonnie (Con Suite Goddess) will be consulted.  

- The choice of no Green Room this year was discussed, and 

approved, since it was instituted in the former hotel, which was 

more spread out and needed one. Guests will be welcome to join 

fans in the Con Suite, and Bonnie will have more of a budget to 

work with.  

 

- The rented van for the Art Show can fit in the parking garage 

(Jay urged putting in a reservation for the van 2 months early due 

to heavy demand).  

 

-Jay will be happy to shuttle the guests from the airport, as he did 

last year.  

 

-Susan ordered the ribbons, and Juan asked about new ribbons 

for the Art Show and Chili Cookoff. Susan will look into this.  

 

-Phil asked about the Mars broadcast, and a possible 1-hour 

panel on the launch. Patricia said that can be discussed at a 

Programming Meeting at a later date. 

 

Book Discussion ï The Martian Child by David Gerrold was 

summed up by Juan at Patriciaôs request (i.e., the history of the 

novelette) . It won a Hugo in 1995, and in 2002 Tor asked 

Gerrold to expand The Martian Child into a novel, so he was 

able to update it. To answer the question of whether its genre is 

really Science Fiction, Juan said that it shows how the SF 

community addresses the problem of raising a special child in a 

unique way. Pat mentioned it includes good research into gay 

adoptions for hard-to-place children, but is not really SF ï just by 

a Science Fiction author. The differences between what really 

happened and what Gerrold changed to make this a ñnovelò were 

discussed (his son never thought he was a Martian, for instance). 

Dick thought the book worked out, but the movie wasnôt any 

good. Dave said he liked how it shows the incredible imagination 

of children. Patricia mentioned that the child did appear to be 

clinically disabled. How the child is doing now (as a young man) 

(Continued on page 4) 

- The Peresopolis movie outing was successful, and the dinner at 

TooJayôs  was nice too. Patricia asked for other movie outing 

suggestions ï Spiderwick? Dinner meet-up is possible for those 

who canôt make the movie. Susan suggested a Morse Museum 

outing, and will check with Colleen about this. Phil mentioned 

the Tyco Air Show and jazz concerts, and will look into this.  

 

-Patricia sent a club email and had a sign-up sheet with what 

ICFA will need and how to volunteer, and several club members 

have signed up, but no response yet from ICFA. Pat thinks all 

questions will be taken care of when volunteers show up for their 

shifts.  

 

Con Business 

 

-John Scalzi has not booked a flight. The Suttons havenôt either, 

but theyôll book a flight on their own and get reimbursed. David 

Gerrold is driving so he can vacation in the Keys after the 

convention. Michael Pilletere continue to look into getting 

Johnôs ticket.  

 

- Neither Ben Bova nor Joe Haldeman can attend due to other 

commitments, and Adam-Troy Castro will very likely make it, if 

his wife has fully recovered, especially since he just published a 

new book. Juan will send an ñupdateò guest email after 

Megacon, and copy Susan and Patricia. Susan mentioned 

Rebecca Fancher as a possible local author guest. Juan will add 

her to the guest email list. 

 

-The hotel meeting has been rescheduled to next Tuesday due to 

an unexpected owner visit. Anyone who wanted to join the 

meeting should be at the Sheraton Orlando Downtown at 4:30 

p.m.. 

 

- Discussion ensued on the configuration of the Dealersô and 

Gamersô rooms (possibility of one on the 3rd Floor). If Dealersô 

Room remains as a single of 17 tables, it has been filled (and 

very little room for Author Signings). Use of the 3rd room (now a 

Board Room) on the 2nd floor is still a possibility too. All these 

questions will be brought up at the hotel meeting Tuesday.  

 

- The Gamersô request for an extra day and possible increase in 

registration charge was discussed. The extra room charge would 

be $200 per room per day. Jerry Ruiz, Gaming Director, will be 

on speaker phone for the hotel meeting, so details will be worked 

out then.  
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