Volume 20 Number 3 Issue 239 August 2007
A WORD FROM THE EDITOR ) )
Just took care of the Hugo Ballot yesterday. GettingTampa Comic Book and Toy Convention
ready for Japan. |l am not |sur éugysytlo will do next mont

early or late. Depends what | can get done between now a
August 15. The EH will not comes at its usual time since |
out of the country until Spetember 4.

The next few months will be fun. Locally we have
Anime Festival Orlando (AFO) in August, Assimilationcon i
Spetember, and Necronomicon in October. Dragoncon and
Worldcon will be held on Labor Day weekend.

Doubletree Hotel
4500 West Cypress St.
Tampa, FL

nd
vill

AlexSavuik, Jim Fern Pablo Marcos
$5 for the show

Guests: Herb Trimpe, Gary Friedrich, Chuck Dixon,

www.comicbookconventions.com/tampaconvention/index.h

Also check out Masters of Science Fiction which
should be coming out this
anthology series which has stories from Robert Heinlein, H
Ellison and others.

Next month a report from AFO and hopefully some
reviews.

Events

Anime Festival Orlando
August 35
Wyndham Orlando Resort
8001 International Drive
Orlando, FL 32819
Guests: Colleen Clinkenbeard, Jason David Frank,
Chris Patton, Monica Rial, Chris Sabat, Doug Smith,
Sonny Strait, Travis Willingham, Marc Handler,
Lindsay Cibos and Jared Hodges
$45 for all three days
www.animefestivalorlando.com

Yasumicon
August 1112
Florida International University
Tamiami Campus
http://studelc.fiu.edu/~yasumicon/
FREE

All Collectibles Show
August 1619
Orlando Fashion Square Mall
3201 E. Colonial Drive
Orlando, FL
Free

www.comicbookconventions.com/allcollectiblesshow2.htin
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rlan Profit & Loss Standard as of 07/08/07
January 1 through July 8, 2007
Income
Contributions and Support 13.00
OASFiS Club Membership Dues 282.00
OASFiS Club Sales to Members 367.00
OASIS 20 Art Show 2,970.50
OASIS 20 Art Show Return Postage 235.00
OASIS 20 Charity Auction 732.00
OASIS 20 Dealers Room 1,240.00
OASIS 20 Membership Dues 6,044.00
OASIS 20 Misc Income 50.48
OASIS 20 Program Book Ads 430.00
OASIS 20 Sales to Members 1,533.00
OASIS 20 Underwriting 290.00
OASIS 20 Upfront Money 800.00
OASIS 21 Dealer Room 650.00
OASIS 21 Membership 745.00
Total Income 16,381.98
Expense
Advertising 70.00
OASFiS Club Other Miscellaneous 123.75
OASFiS Club Postage & Delivery 323.12
OASFiS Club Printing 185.29
OASIS 19 - Convention 50.00
OASIS 20 - Art Show 2,316.40

(Continued on page 2)
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Page two August 2007
August OASFiS Calendar OASFiS People
OASFiS Business Meeting
Sunday, August 12, 1:30 PM, Orange Public Library Steve Cole 4?7'275';521:] imail
(Downtown Orlando, 101 E. Central Blvd., Orlando, FL S Col 2(?7\“32%%0562(?1 otmail.com
32801,407-835-7323). Come join us as we discuss usan Lole cacolo @'min dspring.com
Rainbows End by Vernor Vinge. Arthur Dykeman 407-328.9565
. _Qoa. adykeman@pbellsouth.net
To contact for more info: 407-823-8715 Mike Pilletere mike-sf@webbedfeet.com
OASIS 20 - Convention Expense 1,864.15 |David Ratti 407-282-2468
OASIS 20 - Convention FRAG 349.47 dratti@eudoramail.com
OASIS 20 - Hotel 3,492.26 [Juan Sanmiguel 407-823-8715
OASIS 20 - PayPal Fees 89.93 sanmiguel@earthlink.net
OASIS 20 - Postage 244.31 |Patand Roger Sims 407-226-2127
OASIS 20 - Program Book 769.30 PatandRogerSims@cs.com
OASIS 20 - T-Shirts 1,267.30 |Dick Spelman 407-363-2781
OASIS 20 - Travel Expense 2,550.14 rspelman@cfl.rr.com
OASIS 20 - Upfront Cash 800.00 | Patricia Wheeler 407-832-1428
State Filing Fee 61.25 pwheeler222@netzero.net
TAX Federal Paid to IRS 550.00
State Sales Tax 235.49 | Any of these people can give readers information about the
club and its functions. To be included in the list call Juan.
Total Expense 15,342.16
John W. Campbell Memorial Award
Net Ordinary Income 1,039.82
¥ g The John W. Campbell Memorial Award is given to the
Other Income best SF novel of the previous year.
Interest Earned 0.06 .
Titan by Ben Bova
Total Net Income 1,039.88 | 1theodore Sturgeon Award
Awards

Rhysling Award Winners
Short Poem Category

Winner

0" The Graven | dol's God

Second Place
0"god is dead short |

Third Place

0 "Thirteen Ways of L
rence Schimel

Long Poem Category

Winner
0 "The Journey to Kai

Second Place
0 "The Eight Legs of
erynne M. Valente

Third Place

0" Sl eepers”" by Samant
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Gr

h a

The Theodore Sturgeon Award is given to the best V
of short fiction of the previous year.

AThe Cartesian Theatero by

Both the John W. Campbell and Theodore Sturgeon Awards

were given out at Campbell Conference at Lawrence, Kans3g
hea?t" by ROI c% Ri stow

Robert A. Heinlein Award

E 9 0 &lizab&YModn % AfhE McE&HBAI win this

yeards Robert A. Heinlein A
whose work helps encourage space exploration. This will be
‘pleSefted By the %eilﬁelrn 3 &ikty. MEAZAdRth MJdA reckide
prize at the Heinlein Centennial. Anne McCaffrey will receive
her award at the Writer of future even in Pasadena.

Cordwainer Smith Rediscovery Award

5 h " Ris alhid lfs.%ive‘ﬁ {o lwitefs who show the work re

flects the originality of Cordwainer Smith. This year the awa]
oes to Daniel F. Galouye, This was awarde at Readercon.
agnamot her s‘é. der " Vg)y Cat%-

Eisner Awards

ghese awards are the top awards in the comic book
Hender son :
(Continued on page 3)
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Page three August 2007
field. They are given out at Comic Con in San Diego. Best Writer/Artist
Paul PopeBatman: Year 10qDC)
Best Short Story
"A Frogbs Eye View," by Bi |l|BestWiriterfArtist-¢gdlmmeorm and James Jean

Fables: 1001 Nights of Snowfa(Vertigo/DC)

Best Single Issue (or Oftghot)
Batman/The Spirit #1 "Crime Convention," by Jeph Loeb ang
Darwyn Cooke (DC)

Best Continuing Series
All Star Superman by Grant Morrison and Frank Quitely (DC

Best Limited Series
Batman: Year 100by Paul Pope (DC)

Best New Series
Criminal, by Ed Brubaker and Sean Phillips (Marvel Icon)

Best Title for a Younger Audience
Gumby, by Bob Burden and Rick Geary (Wildcard)

Best Humor Publication
Flaming Carrot Comics by Bob Burden (Desperado/Image)

Best Anthology
Fables: 1001 Nights of Snowfalby Bill Willingham and vari-
ous (Vertigo/DC)

Best Digital Comic
Sam and Max by Steve Purcell

Best RealityBased Work
Fun Home, by Alison Bechdel (Houghton Mifflin)

Best Graphic Album New
American Born Chinesgby Gene Luen Yang (First Second)

Best Graphic Album Reprint
Absolute DC: The New Frontierby Darwyn Cooke (DC)

Best Archival Collection/ProjectStrips
The Complete Peanuts, 198960, 19611962 by Charles
Schulz (Fantagraphics)

Best Archival Collection/ProjectComic Books
Absolute Sandmanvol. 1, by Neil Gaiman and various
(Vertigo/DC)

Best U.S. Edition of International Material
The Left Bank Gang by Jason (Fantagraphics)

Best U.S. Edition of International Materialapan
Old Boy, by Garon Tsuchiya and Nobuaki Minegishi (Dark
Horse Manga)

Best Writer
Ed BrubakerCaptain America Daredevil(Marvel); Criminal
(Marvel Icon)

Tony Millionaire, Billy Hazelnuts (Fantagraphicsypck Mon-
key: The Inches Inciden{Dark Horse)

Best Penciller/Inker or Penciller/Inker Team
Mark Buckingham/Steve Leialohkables(Vertigo/DC)

Best Painter/Multimedia Artist (interior art)

Jill Thompson, "A Dog and His Boy" ifihe Dark Horse Book
of Monsters "Love Triangle" in Sexy Chix (Dark Horse); "Fai
Division," in Fables: 1001 Nights of Snowfa(Vertigo/DC)

Best Cover Artist
James Jean, Fables, Jack of Falitebles: 1001 Nights of
Snowfall (Vertigo/DC)

Best Coloring
Dave StewartBPRD, Conan The EscapistsHellboy (Dark
Horse);Action Comics Batman/The Spirit Superman(DC)

Best Lettering

Todd Klein, Fables)ack of Fables Fables: 1001 Nights of
Snowfall; Pride of Baghdad Testamen{Vertigo/DC); Fantas-
tic Four: 1602 Eternals(Marvel); Lost Girls(Top Shelf)

Special Recognition
Hope Larson, Gray Horses (Oni)

Best ComicsRelated Periodical/Journalism
Alter Ego, edited by Roy Thomas (TwoMorrows)

Best ComicsRelated Book
The Art of Brian Bolland, edited by Joe Pruett (Desperado/
Image)

Best Publication Design

Absolute DC The New Frontier designed by Darwyn Cooke
(BC)

Hall of Fame

Judges' Choices (2): Robert Kanigher and Ogden Whitney
- Ross Andru & Mike Esposito

- Dick Ayers

- Wayne Boring

- Joe Orlando

Other Awards:

Bill Finger Award for Excellence in Comics Writing: Gardner
Fox, George Gladir

Russ Manning Promising Newcomer Award: David Petersen
Bob Clampett Humanitarian Award: Neil Gaiman

Will Eisner Spirit of Comics Retailing Award:

Earth2 , Sherman Oaks, CA, own
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Retro Reviews
Snow Crash
By Neil Stephenson

A co-worker prodded me to read this. | had réae
Diamond AgeandCryptonomicon The former blew me away

The Greks Bring Gifts
By Murray Leinster

An alien race know as the Greks come to Earth. Th
bring fabulous technology. Electrical power broadcast throu
the ether, fertilizer which causes plants to grow overnight, ar
effective desalination of sea water are a few of the things thq

with concept of the lead character Nell being liberated with griGreks offer. With the Greks are the Aldarians, who are bein

interactive book. Cyprtonomiconwas interesting but had a
tendency to talk about minutiae for pages on end. | went int
Snow Crashhopeful but cautious.

The setting is Los Angeles in the near future. Hiro
Protagonist is a pizza deliveryman for the Mafia, freelance
hacker and swordfighter. He loses his deliveryman job for
trashing his delivery truck. Thanks to the help of a skatebo

trained to be spacemen. They assist the Greks in providing
phumanity with their technology. The Grek technology will
change life as we know it. The Greks leave after six month
The promise of improvements in the quality of life does not
occur as planned. This causes unrest all over the world. W

the Greks reestablish contact, a movement to ask the Greks|

courier named Yours Truly (YT) , Hiro does not lose more the@reks. He questions their benevolence. After assisting an

his job, since she gets the pizza delivered on time. Both of
frequent the Metaverse, a virtual reality internet (parts of wh
Hiro has helped design).
Crasho which has infected
Hiro is determined to find
Whose roots connect to the ancient Sumerian culture.
Furthermore the creators of
control the masses. Hiro will pit his hacking skills against a
threat thousands of years old.

The world Stephenson presents is one where the U,
government has privatized a great deal of its services. Priv

S

t
security firms replace the police and mercenary armies com}atml has family connections to the White House. Also, some]

for defense contracts. Big business franchises handle the ¢
of local government. Organized crime is in the open and ev
comes to college career fairs to recruit. As someone who hg
witnessed first hand t he ¢
key services, this future seems all too possible yo me.

The Metaverse is a combination of an interactive gal
(like World of Warcraft) and the cyberspace envisioned by
William Gibson inNeuromancer In the Metaverse, people cg
remake themselves in any way. They are limited only by the
computer skills.

The ASnow Crashodo itself
goes on the concept that language itself could be a conduit 1
virus-like construct. This is explained through an examinatig
Sumerian mythology and Judeo/Christian beliefs. Stephens|
goes into detail on how this comes about.

To balance this exposition, the reader is given a lot §has changed their technology to focus on Grek related prodt

action both inside and outside the Metaverse. Hiro gets to §
his prowess with swords. YT shows how she can skateboar]
the LA freeway. There is a motorcycle and helicopter chase
the end to prevent the rele
scale.

That novel does not drag is due to strength of the
narrative and the idea behi

It is kind of surprising this novel has not been made
a film. It would have been better than either of Megrix
sequels. The hard part is to balance between the ideas ang
action something, Hollywood is bad at.

Eome back begins. Physicist Jim Hackett is suspicious of th

rhdarian in a car accident
Chhe injured Aldarion gave his fiancé Dr. Lucy Thale, MD, a
Tevieey Cad this lie the ley to the secrets of the @reks$?|
tlacket aad Thatk dind but thensecrets 6f Griekhtechndagy
publie pressute forces the leadershokthe iv@ld to eall ther
back?

t heT HiSs owe rICy asthar tpl mov dlo (u
in the early 60s. The plot is very tight. Characters are two
dimensional. All we know about Hackett is that he turned dg
She chance to become one of the youngest winners of the N
Erize in physics. All we know about Lucy Thale is she brillia

presrt s of Hackett and Thal ebd

d¢ime or reporting them.

|o v e r Then@reks rérelytinteeach girectlyt with the icharactetq.i

People react to the Greks. They are described as tal, gray

hrhey are furry beings who seem to be deaf, even though thd
rhave outer ears. Both race
designed aliens.

h a s Trasmovel brings forth ariother kina of kligrr invasion
pinatead of using weapons to beat a populace into submissio

F
Gaigksh .

2
hh
d

fi
rer

5 e

wn
bbel
nt

S r

pgure if Leinster was commenting on the social conditions of the

zZ e

rekinned and give most people the creeps. The Aldarians ar¢ seen
more, since they help provide our heroes most of the answef

S.
y
s f

.
n, the

jpob pul ace i s made dependent |on t

pplot focuses on Hackett and Thale trying work out the Grek

technol ogy. Itds a race aglai n:c
cts.

Ndiken the promised prosperity does not come, the stage is set for

joropl e to request the Grek |to ¢

angenuity rather than arms.

a s e Iodtime when nfoS mediavis ©yin@ts find clevenwdysr e ¢

to blow things up, itds nicle tc

to outthink the enemy.

nd ASnow Crashbo.

nto

*John W. Campbell once said abc

that acts | i ke man thinks |Ii ke
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Silver Surfer: Requiem

The Silver Surfer is one of the diine classic
characters created by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby. His apped|

Star Trek: Klingons
Blood Will Tell

lies I never understood Klingon fandom, which arose sh

in two ideas that of being able to roam space without anythif@fter the debut obtar Trek: The Next Generation Someone

between one and the wonders that exist there, and that of th
Surferds nobility. The Sur
line when he has something to fight for.

Babylon 5creator J. Michael Straczynski is the write
for this fourissue miniseries. The Surfer senses that someth

is wrong. He returns to earth to visit his friend, Reed Richa;ld

Mister Fantastic of the Fantastic Four. Richards discovers t
that the Surfer is dying. The metallic covering which has
protected him from the vacuum of space is breaking down.
Surfer has a month on the outside and there is nothing that g

ctold me it was appeal to act a little crazy. To me the Klingon

show to tell stories about the Cold War. | was intrigued whe
rheard that IDW Publishing was doing a Klingon limited serig
isgt in the Classic era.

s, The framing story takes place shortly after the
aestruction of the Klingon moon Praxis, as showStar Trek
VI: The Undiscovered CountryThe Klingon Empire is not sur
[T to respond to the crisis. In order get some prespective,
ahdee Klingon reviews his family history. He tells his

done. The Surfer faces this with the nobility one expect fron} granddaughter about distant relatives who had dealings with

him. He plans to make the most of his time. The Silver Surfe
will go to both his adopted home, Earth, and his birth world,
Zenn La.

The art by Esad Ribic is simply beautiful. One has t
able to come up with some fascinating spscapes when doing
a Silver Surfer story. Also, the painted format used allows th
reflective nature of the Su
brings an added layer of realism to a fantastic character.

fFederation in years past. These relatives include an officer

Organian occupation force (
Darvin (AThe Trouble with T
pbeppl ied flintlocks to vildl
War 0) . One hears the cl ass

@of view.
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r f e r The artthyoDdwd Messinasdbes avgreat jolb df recre
the Classic era. The detail is incredible. Messina really buf

ol we
up

The story is about how an immensely powerful and (ugome of the Klingons. That could be part of the influence of the

to now) indestructible being faces death. The Surfer does n
through the fives stages of grief. He jumps right into accep
and figures out what to do with the time he has left. There i
more impact on his friends. They have seen him battle bein
that can destroy worlds. It is incredibly unnerving to see the
Surfer succumb to time, which is the ultimate cause of his er]
is not clear if this story is in the main Marvel continuity. Sinc
Marvel has a Silver Surfer film under development (with
Straczynski currently writing the screenplay), it seems unlikg
the character will be killed off. Still, Straczynski has never
pulled punches. Will the Surfer get a last minute reprieve?
will we get to see an end to the Silver Surfer?

Whatever the resolution to this story, | am sure it wil
breath taking.

AErrand of whi | e
gxceptions, though.

Seeing these stories from a different point of view is
dntéresting. The stories bridge the differences in attitudes
Ehetween the Classic and later era of Klingons. Being thwart
fighting the Federation by the Organians, the Kligons decidd

yise guile against the Federation. Klingons of the later era of

Mer cyo gri

would prefer open warfare.
DKi rk sees at the end of @A
sees as a victory. ltds a
bet her sidebés point of view.

This is a fun series. There are two more issuédad
WillTelll eft. The next i ssue wi

and the last will complete the framing story set in the time of
Star Trek VI: The Undiscovered Country

©Marvel

ptager era of Klingons. Once in a while, there some things thgt
t{feel wrong. An example of this is Kor saying his last line fro

ttir
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