Volume 25 Number 7 Issue 301
A WORD FROM THE EDITOR
As always it was a very interesting year.
Last month we had Hurricane Who 3. It was a well
organize event. There are already plans for Hurricane Who 4
for next year which will be Doctor Who’s 50th anniversary.
Next month issue will have some end of the year lists.
We will find out what was big in science fiction and fantasy
books and films. There might be some reviews.
Happy Holidays.
Events
Comic Book Connection Comic and Toy Show
December 2
Holiday Inn
5905 Kirkman Road
Orlando, FL
$3 for admission
www.thecomicbookconnection.com

December 2012
Comic Book Connection Comic and Toy Show
December 9
Holiday Inn
I-95 and State Road 16
St. Augustine, FL
$3 for admission
www.thecomicbookconnection.com
Vampire Diaries Salute
December 7-9
Hilton Walt Disney World Resort
1751 Hotel Plaza Blvd
Lake Buena Vista, FL 32830
$69 for the weekend General Admission,
$25 for Saturday General Admission,
$45 for Sunday General Admission
There are other ticket packages at website
Guests: Ian Somerhalder (Damon, Sunday only)
Paul Wesley (Stefan, Sunday only)
Michael Trevino (Tyler Lockwood, Sat only)
Other guest listed on website
creationent.com/cal/tvd_orlando.html
Holiday Matsuri
December 14-16
Embassy Suites
4955 Kyngs Heath Rd
Kissimmee, FL 34746
$40 at the door for 3 days
$25 for Saturday at the door
$20 for Friday and Sunday at the door
Guests: DC DOuglas (voice actor)
J. Michael Tatum (voice actor)
Quiton Flynn (voice actor)
holidaymatsuri.com
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OASFiS People

December OASFiS Calendar
Holiday Party and Elections
Sunday December 9, 2011 12:30PM at Patricia
Wheeler’s House, 8029 Citron Court Orlando, FL 32819
(email Patricia at pwheeler11@cfl.rr.com for more detailed
directions).
Sci Fi Light
Taking Break for the Holidays!!!

Steve Cole
Susan Cole
Arthur Dykeman
Steve Grant
Mike Pilletere
David Ratti

To contact for more info:
OASFiS Business Meeting

407-823-8715

Nov 11, 2012 OASFiS Meeting Minutes

Juan Sanmiguel
Patricia Wheeler

407-275-5211
stevepcole@hotmail.com
407-275-5211
sacole@mindspring.com
407-328-9565
adykeman@bellsouth.net
352 241 0670
stevegrant@embarqmail.com
mike-sf@webbedfeet.com
407-282-2468
dratti@eudoramail.com
407-823-8715
sanmiguel@earthlink.net
407-832-1428
pwheeler11@cfl.rr.com

Attendance: Patricia Wheeler, Steve Grant, Patty
Any of these people can give readers information about the
Russell, Juan Sanmiguel, Peggy Stubblefield, Dave
club and its functions. To be included in the list call Juan.
Ratti, David Lussier, Hector Hoglin, Arthur Dykeman
Bass adaptation of The Hobbit (he will be in Peter
Kim Darin.
Jackson’s Hobbit films though). Other versions
mentioned included Bored of the Rings, a spoof by
December there will be no Sci Fi Lite or Business
Henry Beard and Douglas Kenney of National
meeting at Brick and Fire Pizza. Instead, the annual
Lampoon fame, and There and Back Again, a space
Holiday Party at Patricia Wheeler’s house will be
December 9th, and will include voting for next year’s opera by Max Merriwell (aka Pat Murphy). Dave
club officers, the Gift Swap, and games by Peggy, as brought up that The Hobbit and Stranger in a
Strange Land by Robert Heinlein were the two mostwell as lots of good food (contact Patricia to RSVP
read and -traded books among the Baby Boomer
and find out what culinary creation to bring).
generation when they were in college, and this lead to
January’s regular 2nd-Sunday Business meeting will
a discussion about how understanding Stranger made
include Juan’s 15-minute presentation of
more sense if also reading Heinlein’s Red Planet,
recommended SF reading. Kudos to Juan for giving
Rolling Stones, or The Moon is a Harsh Mistress.
out all the Event Horizons at the recent Hurricane
Who convention! Regarding our OASIS convention in Juan brought up that Christian faiths have seen The
May, representation of convention artists’ work on the Hobbit as being full of Christian themes (see Devin
walls of the Castle restaurant Tu Tu Tango may not be Brown’s book). Last quick fact: Tolkien’s Lord of the
Rings trilogy was beaten by Asimov’s Foundation
possible (Kim will continue to look into this), but a
recognition dinner for the artists is a possibility. Other trilogy for the Best All-Time Series Hugo in 1966.
restaurants may not be able to protect the artists’ work Finally, the meeting adjourned with a proposal that
the club go on a field trip to the Star Wars exhibit at
adequately. Pat will be contacting Susan, who
volunteered to run the 2013 art show, and Bonny, who the Orlando Science Center is in order, to be
scheduled for late January on a Saturday or Sunday.
runs the con suite, for their ideas on these important
parts of our convention. The remaining meeting time
was a discussion of Tolkien’s The Hobbit, opening
with a quick showing of excerpts of the Rankin-Bass
1977 animated version on Juan’s laptop (quick fact:
Patricia actually knows all the words to the songs in
this version!). Patricia sees The Hobbit as a young
adult novel, with a playful, anonymous narrator, and
Beorn, a shape-shifter who doesn’t appear in the
Tolkien Lord of the Rings trilogy or in the Rankin-

OASFiS 2013 Ballot
President
Susan Cole
Patricia Wheeler
(write in)
Vice President
Kim Darin
Steve Grant
_________(write in)
Treasurer
Michael Pilletere
Michael Pilletere
_________(write in)
Secretary
Patty Russell
Peggy Stubblefield
_________(write in)
OASIS 27 Con Chair
Juan Sanmiguel
No Convention for 2014
(write in)

Ballots can be brought to the Holiday party
or mailed to address in the back. Fold the
ballot appropraitely and place a stamp if
you wish to mail it.

OASFiS
c/o
1421 Pon Pon Court
Orlando, FL 32825
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Away Mission Orlando 2012

Starting from the upper left and going clockwise.
Avery Brooks,
Dirk Benedict and Dwight Shultz,
Representatives from the Mirror Universe,
Representatives from the Empire,
Robin Curtis and Eric Menyuk,
A mugato on the prowl,
A Mego Klingon Action Figure
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Award News
World Fantasy Awards
(source Locus website
The World Fantasy Awards winners were announced
at this year’s World Fantasy Convention, held
November 1-4, 2012 in Toronto, Canada. (Lifetime
Achievement winners are announced in advance of the
event).
The winners are:
Novel:


Osama, Lavie Tidhar (PS Publishing)

Novella:


“A Small Price to Pay for Birdsong”, K.J.
Parker (Subterranean Winter 2011)

Short Story:
 “The Paper Menagerie”, Ken Liu (F&SF 34/11)
Anthology:
 The Weird, Ann & Jeff VanderMeer, eds.
(Corvus; Tor, published May 2012)
Collection:
 The Bible Repairman and Other Stories,
Tim Powers (Tachyon)
Artist:


John Coulthart

Special Award Professional:
 Eric Lane, for publishing in translation –
Dedalus books
Special Award Non-Professional:
 Raymond Russell & Rosalie Parker, for
Tartarus Press
The World Fantasy Awards Lifetime Achievement
Winners for 2012 are Alan Garner and George R.R.
Martin. The awards are presented annually to
individuals who have demonstrated outstanding
service to the fantasy field.

Best Science Fiction of the Century

Locus decided to do a poll to determine the best science
fiction works of the 20th and 21st centuries. I thought it would
be interesting to list my own selections for the best science
fiction and fantasy novels of the 21st century.

Science Fiction
 5. Rainbows End by Vernor Vinge - Poet Robert Gu
is cured of Alzheimer's in the year 2025. He finds
himself in a new world with new interactive
technology. Gu goes back to school to learn his
way in the world. He also gets involved with a
group of professors at the University of California
at San Diego who are trying to prevent the
destruction of the traditional library. This becomes
part of bigger plan dealing with a new bio weapon.
This book depicts the generation gap in technology,
the old tries to adapt to the new, and that the old
have a few things to teach the children of this
advanced information age.
 4. Iron Sunrise by Charles Stross - The planet of
Moscow is destroyed under suspicious
circumstances, and the planet New Dresden is
suspected of this deed. All is not what it seems.
Muscovite survivor Wednesday is being chased by
someone for something she saw. She is being
helped by a voice in her head. Rachel, a superagent from Earth, is sent to sort out the mess. This
is a space opera of the post-singularity. There is a
lot of action and twists and, a good old fashion
sense of wonder.
 3. The Dervish House by Ian MacDonald - The lives
of 5 people are forever-changed in the space of a
few days in Istanbul in 2027. Each of these
people’s stories will connect with each other, and
the result is breath-taking. A businessman is going
to broker a deal which will make him incredibly
wealthy. His wife is searching for an ancient
artifact. A Greek economist is trying to escape his
past. A woman helps her cousin with controlling
the rights to a discovery which could change the
world. A young boy investigates a mystery.
MacDonald also makes Istanbul a central character
of the story. The future is found in a place where
the new confronts the old.
 2. The Windup Girl by Paolo Bacigalupi – Global
warming and powerful corporations have redefined
the world. Thailand is still independent and
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Necronomicon 2012

Starting from the upper left and going clockwise.
Linnea Sinclair giver her Guest of Honor presenatation.
Alternate future Amy Pond from Doctor Who “The Girl Who Waited”,
Oswind from Doctor Who “Asylum of the Daleks,
Mayan harbinger of Doom,
Thor,
Black Widow,
Hawkeye,
Dr. John Xoidberg as Cthulu,
A pair of Jokers
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controls its environmental sovereignty, and the
Environmental Ministry is determined to protect
that sovereignty. A Chinese refugee tries to restore
his fortune. Emiko, a genetically engineered
person or “windup girl” searches for freedom. This
world is bleak, Bacigalupi makes one feel the heat,
poverty, and desperation in it. Despite all of this
there I still hope for the future.

 1. For the Win by Cory Doctorow - In the future,
children in India and China are paid to “gold mine”
online games. This is the process of gathering
treasure or other valuable objects in the game and
selling them to players. The actual workers are
paid low wages to do this and are threaten with
violence if they try to organize. Forces from
without and within want to help the gold miners.
Doctorow understands where the power lies in the
information age. Doctorow discusses modern
economics in this book, and does not make it dull.

Fantasy
 5. Jonathan Strange and Mr. Norrell by Susanna
Clarke - In the early nineteenth century, Mr.
Norrell wants to revive English magic on his own
terms and he succeeds somewhat. Norrell takes on
a student: Jonathan Strange, who favors a more
proactive approach towards magic. Strange
demonstrates his abilities by assisting Wellington
in the Peninsular War. Eventually Strange and
Norrell quarrel on where English magic should go
and how it relates to John Uskglass aka the “Raven
King”, who was once England's most powerful
magician. This schism takes on incredible
dimensions as Norrell tries to discredit Strange.
This is an epic with a slow buildup which takes off
in the end.
 4. The Hundred Thousand Kingdoms by N.K.
Jemisin - Yeine Darr is brought to the city Sky to
see her grandfather, the king. He says she is now
one of his heirs, which puts her in competition with
her two cousins. Yeine gets to interact with the
gods, that live in Sky. She also gets to find out
about why her mother left and about her mother’s
death. The people’s relationship with the gods is
fascinating; the gods do not dominate the
inhabitants, but they still have power and need to
interact with humans, a great deviation from the
typical epic fantasy.
 3. The Magicians and The Magician King—
Quentin Coldwater is accepted into a magical

university, he does well at school and goes on an
adventure which will take him to a magical land he
read about as a boy. Things do not go well. In the
second book, Quentin returns to this land and goes
on another adventure. The second novel also deals
with Quentin‘s friend Julia, who learns magic
outside of the university. The books question the
nature of magic, but do not have a central villain,
so most of the conflict comes from within.
 2. The City and the City by China Miéville—There
are two cities, Besźel and Ul Qoma, occupying the
same space at the same time. The natives of each
cities know what to ignore in this unusual set up.
People can cross over into the other city. Inspector
Tyador Borlú of Besźel’s Extreme Crime Squad is
investigating the murder of a young graduate
student. The murder becomes complicated when
connections to Ul Coma are discovered. Borlú
hopes the case is passed on to the Breach, a
mysterious agency which covers unauthorized
interactions between the two cities, but Borlú has to
work with an Ul Coma officer in a joint
investigation, which could change the
understanding of the two cities. This is a great
detective story. Mieville does an excellent job
explaining the set-up, and shows rather than tells.
 1. American Gods—Ex-con Shadow gets recruited by
a Mr. Wednesday to be an errand boy. They travel
all over America encountering gods old and new.
Shadow seems to be the key in a great conflict.
Gaiman does an interesting job of exploring how
myths are reworked in new places. As always, he
creates an interesting array of characters. Shadow
is the classic “every man” who will rises to the
occasion when needed.
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Hurricane Who 3

Starting from the upper left and going clockwise.
Frazier Hines (Jamie McCrimmon, Doctor Who),
Anij Mohindra (Rani, Sarah Jane Adventures),
Tony Lee (Doctor Who comic book writer),
The Second Doctor in Black and White,
Peri Brown companion of the Fifth and Sixth Doctors,
Former Guardians of Gallifrey President interviews Peter Davison
(The Fifth Doctor, Doctor Who)

OASFiS
PO Box 323
Goldenrod, FL 32733-0323

Joe Fan
123 Sesame Street
Orlando, FL 32805

