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A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

Award News

I was a busy August. First there was a great Anime
Festival Orlando and then Renovation, the 69th Worldcon that
came right after.
We have the Hugo winners. It was a good selection this
year. Be sure to check them out. There ceremony can still be
found at the ustream website. (www.ustream.tv/channel/
worldcon1).
I will be working on my Worldcon report for next
month. I got a lot of pictures to show.
As always I am willing to take submissions.
See you next month.

Hugo Awards

Events

BEST NOVELETTE
“The Emperor of Mars” by Allen M. Steele (Asimov’s, June
2010)

Hurricon 2011
September 22-25
International Palms Resort & Conference Center
6515 International Dr
Orlando, FL 32819
Sponsoring club: Historical Miniature
Gaming Society (HMGS)
HMGS members: $15 (pre-reg) / $25 (at the door)
Non-members: $25 (pre-reg) / $35 (at the door)
www.hmgs-south.com/hmgs/ (click Hurricon link)

(source File 770)
Renovation, the 2011 World Science Fiction Convention,
announced the 2011 Hugo Award winners on August 20.
BEST NOVEL
Blackout/All Clear by Connie Willis (Ballantine Spectra)
BEST NOVELLA
The Lifecycle of Software Objects by Ted Chiang (Subterranean)

BEST SHORT STORY
“For Want of a Nail” by Mary Robinette Kowal (Asimov’s,
September 2010)
BEST RELATED WORK
Chicks Dig Time Lords: A Celebration of Doctor Who by the
Women Who Love It, edited by Lynne M. Thomas and Tara
O’Shea (Mad Norwegian)
BEST GRAPHIC STORY
Girl Genius, Volume 10: Agatha Heterodyne and the Guardian
Muse, written by Phil and Kaja Foglio; art by Phil Foglio; colors
by Cheyenne Wright (Airship Entertainment)

Birthdays

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION, LONG FORM
Inception, written and directed by Christopher Nolan (Warner)

Susan Cole - Sept. 3
Colleen O’Brien Sept. 26
(Continued on page 2)
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OASFiS People

September OASFiS Calendar
Steve Cole
OASFiS Business Meeting
Sunday, September 11 1:30 PM, Orange Public Library Susan Cole
(Downtown Orlando, 101 E. Central Blvd., Orlando, FL
32801,407-835-7323). Come join us as we discuss the
Arthur Dykeman
juvenile novels of Robert A. Heinlein.
Steve Grant
SciFi Light
Saturday September 17, Book and Venue TBD.
Mike Pilletere
Please check either the Facebook or club home page for
David Ratti
updates. For more info contact Steve Grant.
Juan Sanmiguel
To contact for more info:
OASFiS Business Meeting

Patricia Wheeler
407-823-8715

407-275-5211
stevepcole@hotmail.com
407-275-5211
sacole@mindspring.com
407-328-9565
adykeman@bellsouth.net
352 241 0670
stevegrant@embarqmail.com
mike-sf@webbedfeet.com
407-282-2468
dratti@eudoramail.com
407-823-8715
sanmiguel@earthlink.net
pwheeler11@cfl.rr.com

Any of these people can give readers information about the
club and its functions. To be included in the list call Juan.

(Continued from page 1)

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION, SHORT FORM
Doctor Who: “The Pandorica Opens/The Big Bang,” written by
Steven Moffat; directed by Toby Haynes (BBC Wales)
BEST EDITOR, SHORT FORM
Sheila Williams
BEST EDITOR, LONG FORM
Lou Anders
BEST PROFESSIONAL ARTIST
Shaun Tan
BEST SEMIPROZINE
Clarkesworld, edited by Neil Clarke, Cheryl Morgan, Sean
Wallace; podcast directed by Kate Baker
The Sidewise Awards
BEST FANZINE
The Drink Tank, edited by Christopher J Garcia and James Bacon (Source Locus website)
BEST FAN WRITER
Claire Brialey

Winners of the Sidewise Awards for Alternate History were
announced on Thursday August 18, 2011 at Renovation. Winners
are highlighted.

BEST FAN ARTIST
Brad W. Foster

Short Form:

JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD FOR BEST NEW
WRITER
Award for the best new professional science fiction or fantasy
writer of 2009 or 2010, sponsored by Dell Magazines (not a
Hugo Award).



“A Clash of Eagles,” Alan Smale (Panverse Two)

“Long Form



When Angels Wept, Eric G. Swedin (Potomac)

Lev Grossman
Both winners were present to receive their awards.
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Anime Festival Orlando 12

Anime Festival Orlando (AFO) 12 was held August 5-7,
2011 at the Wyndham Orlando Resort on Sand Lake Road. The
main guests of honor were Quinton Flynn (voice actor , various
roles), Blake Foster (Blue Turbo Ranger, Power
Rangers:Turbo), Jason David Frank (the original Green and
White Ranger on Mighty Morphin’ Power Rangers), Reuben
Langdon (actor various roles), Wendee Lee (Faye Valentine,
Cowboy Bebop), Dan Southward (Eric Meyer, Power Rangers:
Time Force), John Swasey (voice actor and director, various
projects), and Christina Vee (voice actor, various roles).
This was the first time I participated in a panel at AFO.
It was about science fiction anime and to my knowledge, no one
had done a panel focusing on science fiction in anime at AFO
before. It was an idea spurred on by Gerald Rathkolb of the
Anime World Order podcast. He felt that science fiction based
anime was once a dominant genre in anime, but that it is not
anymore, and this is to anime’s detriment. I wanted to work with
Rathkolb on the PowerPoint presentation, but schedules got in
the way (Otakucon, the biggest con in the East Coast was on the
week before and Rathkolb was going to that). I looked up some
old articles from Starlog to see what early anime came out in the
United States before 1986. When I saw Rathkolb at the con, he
said he was on my panel, but just not listed. We had a packed
room. My presentation mentioned an anime television show or
film, and Rathkolb and I commented on it. I dedicated the panel
to Sakyo Komatsu, one of Japan’s great science fiction writers
who died less than two weeks before. I then did a brief history of
science fiction and fandom in both the U.S. and Japan. Some the
shows I mentioned included Astro Boy, Speed Racer, Battle of
the Planets, Star Blazers, Mobile Suit Gundam, Robotech,
Akira, Bubblegum Crisis, Legend of the Galactic Heroes,
Cowboy Bebop, Last Exile, Planetes, The Girl Who Leapt
Through Time, Summer Wars and Redline. The audience
seemed to know most of the shows we mentioned. It was a
pleasant surprise that people had heard of Summer Wars and
Planetes, which did not receive a big release in the United States.
The presentation ended with a list of notable science fiction
anime which did not make the main presentation, and some
Japanese science fiction novels being translated by Viz.
Larry Furry aka Fuzzy presented Robotech: To The
Stars and Beyond. Fuzzy gave the current status of the
Robotech franchise. Unfortunately both the live-action movie
produced by Toby McGuire and the sequel to Robotech: The
Shadow Chronicles have been stalled. However next year will
see the release of the original series on Blu-Ray. The Blu-Ray
edition will have a documentary on the making of the original
show which series creator/producer Carl Macek was working on
before his death. Fuzzy showed the videos which were first
shown at the Robotech 25th anniversary dinner.
Hosts from Anime Addicts Anonymous, GunDAMN!,
SSAA, and Anime World Order discussed So You Want to Start
Your Own Anime Podcast. This was hosted by Felix Albuerne
of the Prime Time Geek podcast. They talked about the ins and
outs of the podcast world which included what equipment to use,
development of show content, on-air talent, and show prep.
Sports and anime fan Sean Forster analyzed Eyeshield

21: The Sports Anime America Deserves. Eyeshield 21 is a
football anime. Though American football is not as popular in
Japan as baseball and soccer, the show is about a high school
football team. A bullied teenage boy, Sena Kobayakawa, catches
the eye of the school’s fanatically-dedicated quarterback, Yoichi
Hiruma. Hiruma notices Sena’s ability to outrun bullies. Hiruma
recruits Sena as a running back and hides his identity (in order to
prevent Sena being recruited by a rival team) with a visor or
eyeshield and his jersey number is 21. Forster gave background
on the show and characters. He also discussed how football was
presented in the anime. The series and magna are available in
the United States.
I stopped by Daryl Surat’s Awesome Fights in Asian
Cinema. Surat showed clips from several films mainly from
Chinese studios. He opened up with a classic Bruce Lee scene.
Surat then showed some clips from the Shaw Brothers studio.
Surat offered commentary when he showed the clips, and also
explained some of the conventions in the films, like having a
Japanese villain.
Daryl Surat, Clarissa Graffeo and Gerald Rathkolb of
the Anime World Order podcasts examined Japanese Role
Playing Games: Past, Present and Future. The panel started
by showing the first computer games in the U.S., which came out
in the early 80s. Rathkolb had recordings for some of these old
games which had very crude graphics. Then the panel discussed
the Japanese influence on the games.
Daryl Surat also informed us which Anime You Should
Watch. Surat showed clips from the following shows and films:
Mazinkaizer SKL, Master Keaton, The Irresponsible Captain
Tylor, Ursurei Yatsura, Akira, Eden of the East, Summer Wars,
Planetes, and Nausicaa and the Valley of the Wind.
I spent some time in the video room and saw the
following the films:
 Space Battleship Yamato: Resurrection - This was
one of the great space operas in Japan. A black hole
is on its way to destroy Earth. Some force is
attacking Earth’s evacuation ships. Captain Kodai
is asked to command the revived Yamato in order
to defend Earth’s evacuation fleet.
 Arriety—This is Studio Ghibli’s latest film. It was cowritten by Academy Award winner Hayao
Miyazaki. It is based on the Mary Norton book
The Borrowers. A young boy, Sho comes to live
with his great aunt and discovers a group of tiny
people (10 cm tall) known as the Borrowers. Sho
befriends Arriety, a young Borrower girl who lives
in his aunt’s house. Can Sho prevent his aunt’s
maid from capturing the Borrowers?
 The Girl Who Leapt Through Time— A live action
film based on a popular novel. Young girl travels
to the 1970s to solve a mystery of her mother’s
past. She meets a charming film student. He helps
her with her mom and she helps with his film.
 Space Battleship Yamato - This a live-action version
of the first Yamato saga. They made some changes
in order for each episode of this 26 episode story
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

(each about 25 minutes long) fit in a 2.5 hour time
frame. There were some odd choices, including an
ending which would prevent sequels, although this
has never stopped the Yamato from going ahead
series before. I wish this would get wide release in
the U.S.
The Anime Music Video (AMV) contest had 18 entries.
Unfortunately, AMV contest director Eric Wampner said he did
not have time do give several awards as usual and only gave out
a Best-in-Show Award. He also has chosen to not to run the
contest next year. Wampner did a very good job running or
working on the AMV contest at AFO and JACON. All the
entries were of acceptable video and sound quality. This year’s
winner was Robert Ramos for his video of Professor Layton
footage using the Doctor Who season 31 (new season 5) trailer.
Other notable videos included:
“Good Old-Fashion Loverboy” by Queen with footage
from Ouran High School Host Club edited by
Justin Mitchell
“My Nemesis” from Phineas and Ferb with footage
from Cowboy Bebop edited by Robyn Moore
“All Along the Watchtower” by Jimi Hendrix with
footage from Mobile Suit Gundam: The 08th MS
Team edited by Justin Mitchell
“Once in a Lifetime” by the Talking Heads with footage
from The Melancholy of Haruhi Suzumiya edited
by Travis Mitchell
“At the Beginning” by Donna Lewis & Richard Marx
with footage from Spice and Wolf edited by
Amanda Selfridge
“Alice” by Avril Lavigne with footage from Tweeny
Witches edited by Sarah Cheney
I saw Wendee Lee introduce the Cowboy Bebop movie,
Christina Vee discuss her voice acting career, and Kent Ward
discussing anime classics and American Superheroes in anime.
All and in all it was a fun convention.
Rise of the Planet of the Apes
** POSSIBLE SPOILERS **
I was always a big fan of the Planet of the Apes in all
its forms. There was something about it which drew my attention. I think it was a combination of the great makeup effects,
which made you believe you were seeing a talking ape, and the
social commentary that came with the work. While the Burton
film was fun, it lacked the power of the original series. Like
most Burton films, spectacle trumps story. When I saw the trailer for the new Ape film, I hoped this one would be different.
Will Rodman (James Franco) is trying to find a cure for
Alzheimer’s disease. He has a personal stake in this since his
father, Charles (John Lithgow), is inflicted with the disease.
Rodman’s cure is being tested on chimps. This cure is a retrovirus designed by Rodman which can repair the damaged areas of

the brain. The virus seems promising as the test chimps seem to
have their intelligence enhanced. The plug is pulled on Rodman’s research when one of the chimps escapes and breaks into a
boardroom while Rodman is discussing the test results. The
chimp is killed, but a hidden child was discovered. Rodman
takes in the baby to his home while a colleague finds a more permanent home. Rodman and his father bond with to the chimp
and name it Caesar (Andy Serkis). Rodman notices that Caesar
has above average-intelligence and continues his research off the
books. Years pass, and Caesar becomes a part of the family.
When Caesar sees Charles being pushed by a neighbor, he attacks the neighbor. As a result, Caesar is sent to primate holding
facility where he interacts with other apes. As Caesar sees how
badly his fellow apes are treated at the facility, he begins to organize their escape. Meanwhile, Rodman develops a new virus
which he convinces his boss Jacobs (David Oyelowo) to start
testing. The initial results are encouraging to the point that,
against Rodman’s advice, Jacobs wants to accelerate the testing.
The virus may have detrimental effects on humans.
When the original film series came out, the main issues
of the day were race relations and nuclear war. That was the
focus of the original films. The recent financial turbulence of the
last few years makes us question the interests of large business.
Jacobs only cares about the bottom line. He kills Rodman’s research when it becomes a public relations liability, but when he
sees a potential windfall, he rushes the testing without proper
safeguards. Corporate greed has replaced the atomic bomb and
prejudice as the downfall of man.
The ape effects are spectacular. The motion capture
technology makes Caesar and the other apes into relatable characters. For most of the film, the apes cannot speak. Serkis is
able to convey Caesar’s growing resentment on how he and his
fellow apes are treated by just his facial expressions and body
language.
Writers Rick Jaffa and Amanda Silver and director Rupert Wyatt have respect for the original material. There are a lot
of references to the original film for both the casual and dedicated fan. They did not simply remake Conquest of the Planet of
the Apes, the film which depicted the ape uprising in the original
series. They looked at the world today and formulated the stories
against current concerns.
Wyatt did an excellent job staging the ape uprising at
the end. The action is easy to follow. He makes the fight at the
end three-dimensional. The apes have the ability to leap and
climb and use it to their advantage against well-armed humans.
Unlike Burton, Wyatt lets the effects serve the story.
This is what a series reboot should be about. It is not a
simple rehashing of an old idea. It is making the idea reflect the
times the work is made in. The film sets up the possibility for
more films. This will be a challenge since the original ape films
depended on surprise. I hope that they focus on story and social
commentary, more the original series did.
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Clockwise starting in the upper left corner:
Felix Alburne (standing) moderates the podcasting
panel,
Sean Foster doing his presentation on the American
Football anime Eyeshiel 21,
Christina Vee discussing her career in voice acting,
Kent Ward (in sunglasses) and another panelist
discussing classing anime,
(Left to right) Gerald Rathkolb, Clarissa Graffeo,
and Daryl Surat explore the history of Japanese
computer Role Playing Games
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write much and focused on his war work. Here we see Heinlein
trying to decide what he wants to do with his life. His ambitions
go beyond the limits of the pulp magazines. He also has to deal
with rapidly-deteriorating marriage. Asimov is also dealing with
marriage problems being a new husband. During the adventure,
In his novel The Chinatown Death Cloud Peril, Paul
he has to face his fear of heights, show his prowess as a scientist,
Malmont pitted Lester Dent and Walter Gibson, the creators of
and take initiative when Heinlein is elsewhere. De Camp does
Doc Savage and the Shadow respectively, against a Chinese war- not have the problems Asimov and Heinlein have. He is able to
lord and his weapon of mass destruction in 1937. In his latest
bring his worldly knowledge to bear on all the problems the
book The Amazing, the Astounding, and the Unknown, the ear- group faces on both the professional and personal fronts. Hubly grandmasters of science fiction must find a weapon of mass
bard is still the scoundrel. He is contemptuous of the direction
destruction before it falls into the enemy hands.
science fiction is going. He does not share his colleagues’ enthuThe year is 1943 and the world is at war. Robert A.
siasm in improving standards of the literature. Hubbard is with
Heinlein, Isaac Asimov, and L. Sprague de Camp are working at the team because he cannot go anywhere in the service. He is a
the Philadelphia Navy Yards. They are working on turning their very reluctant protagonist. Malmont takes Hubbard to places
story ideas into practical devices to be used in the war. A Gerwhich inspire the ideas which would become basis of Scientoloman spy is found dead in Shoreham, Long Island. Shoreham was gy. According to my reading of the biographies on Heinlein,
the location where Nikoli Tesla, a genius in the field of electrical Asimov and de Camp, Malmont seems to have gotten the menengineering, built a tower for an experiment in intercontinental
tioned individuals right. They are extraordinary men with believpower transmission. No one knew if Tesla had ever completed
able problems.
the experiment and Tesla had died months earlier. Heinlein and
It is fun to see the giants of the field in a page-turning
the others are tasked to find out if Tesla was able to complete his
adventure.
They were incredibly creative, and we hope they
experiments and if there are any possible military uses from the
could be capable of such action as those portrayed in the novel.
results. They are joined by fellow writer L. Ron Hubbard, who
Though they are facing inner conflict, they are able to rise above
was just court-martialed for attacking Mexico. Along the way
they meet a lot of old and new friends as well as danger.
it and face difficult exterior challenges, just like the heroes in one
There are minor errors in the book. Albert “Buddy”
of their stories.
Scoles, a classmate of Heinlein, is in the wrong branch of service. Someone makes reference to the 1938 World Science Fiction Convention, the first Worldcon was in 1939. The term sci-fi
is used. Forrest J. Ackerman did not create that term until the
1950s. Since Malmont lists the reference material he used to
write the novel in the acknowledgement, many of which I have
read or heard about, I was surprised at these errors. Hopefully
they will be corrected in future editions.
The plot is a race to save the world. The grandmasters
not only have to find out about Tesla’s research but to produce a
spectacular result for their superiors or their lab will be shut
down. The team has produced important but not earth-shattering
work. Heinlein comes up with a scheme to keep the lab’s detractors off his back while he pursues the main objective. Time is
not their only enemy, since it seems someone is determined to
stop the group from finding the information they seek.
Using Tesla is novel way of driving the story. Tesla
was a pioneer in the area of electricity. He championed the use
of alternate current for power distribution. Tesla was also eccentric and not taken seriously. Many believe Tesla did not get the
recognition he deserved in life. This is why many writers in the
science fiction/fantasy field have written about Tesla. Spider
Robinson had Tesla brought to the present to help solve a problem in Lady Slings the Booze. In a Captain America special,
Cap and Bucky have to stop the Nazis from deploying an electrical shield, based on Tesla’s design, to protect their cities from
Allied bombing. In a Doc Savage comic, a writer said that Long
Tom Roberts, the electrical expert on Doc’s team, was trained by
Tesla. Malmont continues the tradition of making Tesla’s work
the driving force in the plot.
There is a lot of character development and Heinlein
being the leader gets most of it. During the war, Heinlein did not
The Amazing, the Astounding, and the Unknown
by
Paul Malmont
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Clockwise starting on the upper left:
Callisto, The White Queen and Rogue from the X-Men comics,
The Green Hornet and Kator,
Starfire and Raven from the Teen Titans
A Classic Star Trek landing party

Joe Fan
123 Sesame Street
Orlando, FL 32805

OASFiS
P.O. Box 592905
ORLANDO, FL 32859-2905

Make checks payable to:
OASFiS
PO Box 323
Goldenrod, FL 32733-0323
More info at
www.oasfis.org

Weekend Memberships:
$30 until 1/1/12,
$35 until 4/30/12,
$40 at the door.

Sheraton Orlando Downtown
400 West Livingston St.
Orlando, Florida 32801
407-843-6664
1-800-574-3160

$79/night, single-quad
through 5/6/12
Mention OASIS for rate

Hotel Information

Author Signings,
Costume Contest,
Live Music and Comedy,
Anime and Video
Programs,
Art Show,
Informative Panel Talks,
Artist Demos, Books,
Cool Stuff for Sale,
Fun and Games
Charity Auction

Gaming info will be at
www.warhorn.org

Pat and Roger Sims

Fan Guests of Honor

David Weber

L.E. Modesitt Jr.

May 25-27, 2012
Writer Guests of Honor

SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION
IN ORLANDO

OASFiS
P.O. Box 592905
ORLANDO, FL 32859-2905

